 (
TYPHOON HAIYAN
)

Extent of the damage

[image: File:ReliefNet Map of Damaged houses Typhoon Haiyan.pdf]
[image: Leaving Tacloban]16 million affected
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[image: http://static.guim.co.uk/sys-images/Guardian/Pix/audio/video/2014/2/6/1391717113173/Tacloban-Beached-Ship-017.jpg][image: ]

Unfortunately Government preparation and response to Typhoon Haiyan was and continues to be both inadequate and slow. Many are still living in tent cities despite the billions flowing in from different governments and organizations such as the United Nations and Red Cross.Recently a mother and her 6 children were burnt to death when their tent caught fire. The Director of Social Welfare stated recently that slowness in providing housing was due to the lack of housing materials – yet there are thousands of fallen trees.  Also much of the aid sent in kind from overseas was delayed at customs and until now some has been in port for 4 months. Rather than facilitating the quick release, members of the customs bureau, noted for corruption, are demanding payment. There are reports of food for relief rotting in government warehouses. Tired of waiting 17000 people in Tacloban and Samar signed a petition asking the government to just give them P40,000 ($1000) each and they would repair their own houses.  Of course this was turned down.
[image: F:\Olan 1.jpg]Certain Embassies admitted in private that they know there has been corruption in the use of their funds but are unable to go through non government agencies.  Recently a conference was held where different government and official agencies including the United Nations, attended to sign a memo ensuring their donations would go to housing and classrooms. Part of the problem is the Philippine Government has turned over the rehabilitation of the affected areas to private individuals with the government acting only as “facilitator”.  Also there is bias in terms of local government units with some being favored over others because of their political affiliations. The Government is waiting for “development plans” from each of the affected areas .In the meantime people are prevented from helping themselves.  For example, the fisher folk are not allowed to rebuild by the sea.  Yet a law originally banning any “building” within 40 meters of the shore line has now been changed to banning “permanent dwellings”.  It s believed the change is to allow beach resorts but not houses for the fisher folk to be near the source of their livelihood!
Within this context it has been religious groups and other non government organizations with donations from private groups and individuals that have proved most reliable in delivering aid directly to the affected people. We were able to help a little in this effort because of the generosity of all those who sent donations to us.  Below is an outline of where the money went.  Apart from a few individuals whom we know, most went to organizations with which we have some links.  All these organizations belong to a national coordinating group, BALSA (Bayanihan Alay sa Sambayanan – Working together for the people).  This ensured that relief was reaching the poorest of the poor often living in areas difficult to access and therefore not receiving aid.  Also it ensured that the services of these groups are not overlapping.
[image: 1497624_552705611484356_1970301133_n.jpg]
AKAP BATA  -  $2000
[image: C:\Users\user\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Word\1507072_1403435393234172_1156689607_n.jpg]Akap literally means “to embrace” and Bata means “child”.  This is a group of volunteer care-teachers.  They address the issues and concerns of children among the poorest of the poor particularly through day care centers.   “Their vision statement says “the focus is an integrated program for children committed to total human development of communities that eventually will lead to social transformation of society where values of justice and peace and the integrity of creation reign.” 
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: 17122013594.jpg][image: ]We gave to 2 relief missions organized by Akap Bata.  The first Maria and Arlyne took part in. This was a Christmas mission spearheaded by Akap Bata together with other organizations including the Redemptorists. They held a Christmas Party for the children and gave relief and gifts.
While in Tacloban, Maria and Arlyne also attended candle lighting and offered prayers for the victims and survivors together with the people of Tacloban and volunteers from Manila. This marked 40 days after the typhoon and took place in front of the Redemptorist Church which was also damaged but had become a centre for relief operations.
[image: https://fbcdn-sphotos-c-a.akamaihd.net/hphotos-ak-ash3/t1.0-9/1959485_725858174114509_901268782_n.jpg]The second relief mission of Akap Bata that we supported was to Indigenous People in Barangay Gutusan, Libacao, in Aklan Province. Akap Bata had a child care centre there before the typhoon.  This was totally destroyed as were the houses and crops of the community.  Akap Bata received a request from the community for food and seedlings.  Their houses were simple habitations made from native trees around them so they were able themselves to restore these themselves.  To reach the area it is necessary to cross a river 7 times.  The people have to do this regularly to sell their produce and buy supplies.  They had been cut off after the typhoon and had no source of income due to the destruction.  The “Thank You” picture above is from this relief mission. We have regular contact with this group as we were able to raise some funds to buy some books for one of their day care centres here in Manila..
[image: https://fbcdn-sphotos-c-a.akamaihd.net/hphotos-ak-prn1/t1.0-9/1911889_725858944114432_1353411913_n.jpg]    
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      SAMAHANG OPERATION SAGIP - $20,000.
[image: F:\2014-05-26\012.JPG][image: F:\2014-05-26\008.JPG][image: F:\DCIM\101MSDCF\DSC00451.JPG]Samahang Operation Sagip is a network of volunteer health workers, professionals, and students, aiming to render assistance to disaster victims through relief and medical missions.  It was formed in the early 90’s in response to the big earthquake and the lahar flows of Pinatubo. Pat is currently on the Board of this Organization.  She went on their 7th medical and relief mission to the Haiyan affected areas, which took place in Samar.  To reach the area the group went by bus from Manila, then jeepney, boat, jeepney, and walk for 2 hours up a very muddy “road”.  Fortunately motor bikes can negotiate the mud so we could send the relief (which included food and sees), medical equipment and supplies, and our bags on the bikes.  Among the group were doctors, dentists, acupuncturists, physiotherapists, nurses and medical students.   The group divided into triage, medical, surgical, dental, physiotherapy, acupuncture, and psycho-social activities, occupying rooms in a rather dilapidated school and barangay health center.  During the 3 days they saw over 2500 patients and one could only be impressed with the dedication and caring service they gave from early morning to late at night with flashlights as there was no electricity.  
During the 7 medical missions conducted from November when the first typhoon occurred, SOS has served 89 communities in 27 towns in Eastern Visayas, Western Visayas, Leyte and Northern Samar.  These missions benefitted 13,139 families or 72,265 individuals.  Many of the patients treated during the medical missions had illnesses more related to poverty and lack of adequate health facilities that the result of the typhoon.  Children were often found to be malnourished, [image: F:\2014-05-26\016.JPG]growths were removed that people had had since childhood, bad teeth apart from many upper respiratory tract infections and hypertension.  Leprosy was also discovered in one of the communities.
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)[image: F:\2014-05-26\017.JPG] (
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“Road”
)Food, seeds as well as medical services were delivered during the first phase of response.  The second phase over the next 3 years is a project titled: “Fighting Hunger, Rebuilding Lives in 8 project areas”.  The chosen areas are all in Eastern and Western Samar, areas that were the poorest in the country even before the typhoon hit.  Components include agricultural support and livelihood development, shelter rehabilitation, health and nutrition improvement, building disaster preparedness response capacity, advocacy and campaigning.  Planning is within a holistic approach to health issues and not just a medical model.  Through partner organizations this phase has started through funds already raised.  At the last board meeting however, it was reported that there had been occasions of suicide now from desperation.  Original seeds delivered are not yet ready for harvest so the people are hungry.  It was therefore decided to continue food relief and psycho social counseling.  SOS joins with the organization “People Surge” in putting their demands to the government because of this very situation.
    
[image: Official website of the Citizens' Disaster Response Center (CDRC), Philippines]    THE CITIZENS’ DISASTER RESPONSE CENTER - $150 
[image: C:\Users\Asus\Pictures\BALSA_relief_goods01.jpg]CDRC is a non-government organization formed in 1984. It pioneered and continues to promote community-based disaster management in the Philippines. CDRC operates nationwide through a network of regional centers affiliated with the Citizens’ Disaster Response Network and through people’s organizations. Pat is on the board of the Central Luzon center. CDRC focuses its assistance to the most affected, least served and most vulnerable sectors of the population through preparedness and mitigation, emergency relief, and rehabilitation programs.
Inday a good friend of Sion is a staff member of CDRC.  She spent a month in Cebu after the Typhoon hit organizing the relief mainly to Samar and Leyte from there.  CDRC because it is a known reputable organization has received aid largely from Japanese groups.  They have ongoing operations mostly in Leyte.  The small donation we gave to them was for a fund raising activity for the victims who had been transported to Manila and found their families unable to support them.  
[image: C:\Users\Asus\Pictures\Nccp.jpg]                               DAMBANA   -  $2,500
[image: E:\Tacloban\994081_558886797532904_1222165110_n.jpg] Damayang Simbahan sa Panahong Disaster (The church caring in time of disaster) is an Ecumenical Disaster Response under the auspices of the National Council of Churches in the Philippines.  It works through local churches and is focusing its activity in Aklan, Iloilo.  Joey volunteered with this group and helped solicit and pack relief goods.  Ike the other groups, initially they delivered food supplies.  Later relief missions included seeds and motors for the boats of the fisher folk.  Currently they have an ongoing housing support program in 3 barangays in Aklan.  During lent they held a campaign where they asked people to go without one meal a week and donate the money towards a house for someone in need after the typhoon.
[image: C:\Users\Asus\Pictures\KMP.jpg]
         OPLAN SAGIP KANAYUNAN (OSK)  -  $8,000
[image: http://amgl-kmp.weebly.com/uploads/6/5/6/2/6562187/4943820_orig.jpg][image: Motors for farmers and fisherfolks in Western Samar.]OSK or “Operation rescue the countryside” is the organization of peasant groups including Rural Missionaries of the Philippines, National Farmers Movement (KMP), National Fisherfolks Organization (PAMALAKAYA), National Federation of Women Farmers (AMIHAN) and Agricultural Workers Union (UMA), and the Center for Agrarian Reform (SENTRA).  Joey and Arlyne were involved with these groups and Pat continues her involvement with them.  OSK has focused its activities in 9 barangays in Western Samar.  Again, the last relief operation included a long walk up the mountain to deliver relief.  Early relief efforts included a feeding program while in the area. They have delivered food supplies in the first relief mission.  In the second and third operations, apart from food, they included fast growing organic vegetable seeds and some motors for boats.  These motors are also used by the people for water for drinking, washing and irrigation.  The good news from some of the served communities is that they have now been able to harvest the first vegetables. Rural Missionaries have a continuing housing program in these barangays.

[image: http://ts1.mm.bing.net/th?id=H.4614281729345280&pid=15.1]                           ASIAN SOCIAL INSTITUTE (ASI) -  $175

ASI is the college where Leah is studying social work.  Her teachers went to Leyte on a debriefing mission to offer their counseling skills.  We gave a small donation to help with their fares.


TFUC             TASK FORCE ON URBAN CONCIENTATION - $500
[image: http://cdnd.asiancorrespondent.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/TaclobanChurchChildMichele.jpg]TFUC is a Mission partner of the Association of Major Superiors in the Philippines.  Beth and Maria both volunteered with this organization.  As a group working with urban poor, TFUC helped support families who were moved from the typhoon affected areas to Manila.  This included providing shelter, medical support and help lobbying different government offices.

We also gave some small amount to friends we knew who had been affected by the typhoon.
1.  Romeo Alarcon - $250
Romeo is a young man who is a member of Promotion of Church Peoples Response (PCPR), an ecumenical group working for Human Rights.  Joey volunteered here. Romeo’s mother’s house was damaged by the typhoon; his allowance is very little because he chooses to work for Human Rights and his family is poor.  Romeo is currently undergoing treatment for cancer.

2. Amy Tomada - $750
Amy is the wife of a political prisoner, Dario Tomada.  Dario has been in jail now for 4 years on false charges.  Despite giving the court proof that he was not where the crime was committed, his case is at a standstill.  Dario was a farmer organizer in Leyte.  He formed farmers groups to attain the land they were tilling and taught organic farming methods.  Because of his activities, he was shot once and his life threatened.  He came to Manila and Amy and his 4 children continued his work.  The area where they live in the mountains was not flooded but the wind ripped out all their coconut trees and destroyed their crops and housing.  Amy has often stayed in our house while visiting her husband in jail.  The farmers in their area needed a chain saw to remove the fallen trees so that they could plant again.  Our donation also helped Amy buy seeds and repair her house. 

3. Nida - $250
Nida was a former Franciscan of Our Lady of the Poor who worked as a chatechist in Real.  Nida’s family is from Tacloban and the home of her mother was destroyed.  We gave a donation towards the repairs. 
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